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RULES OF NOMENCLATURE ADOPTED BY THE IN- 
TERNATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL CONGRESS, HELD 
IN MOSCOW, RUSSIA, 1892. 
Part II. 
Translated by Moritz Fischer. 1 
I. Nomenclature of Hybrids. 

1. (a) In the naming of hybrids the name of the male 
should preceed that of the female, and be united with the lat- 
ter by the sign of multiplication. The use of the astronomical 
signs to indicate sex can be dispensed with. Of the two ex- 
amples following, either can be used, as Capra hircus $ X Ovis 
aries ? , or Capra hircusX Ovis aries. 

(b) Another method can be employed for this purpose. The 
two names can be represented as is a fraction, the name of the 
male forming the numerator, and that of the female the de- 
nominator, as oviTarle™" 5 . This second method possesses the 
advantage that the name of the observer can be indicated 
whenever such indication is desirable, as ¥££?££%££"" Rabe. 

(c) The second method should be employed where either 
one of the parents is a hybrid, as %S£%&£2r ,m ~ a ". 

(d) In case the parents of a hybrid are unknown, it pro- 
visionally takes a simple specific name like a true species, but 
the generic name is preceded by the multiplication sign, as 
XSalix erdingeri Kerner. 

II. Generic Names. 

2. Every foreign word employed, either as a generic or 
specific name, should retain the meaning it has in the lan- 
guage from which it is taken, if in this language it denotes an 
organized being, as Batrachus bdetta. 

III. Specific Names. 

3. The geographical names of uncivilized countries, and of 

such peoples as do not use the Latin alphabet, should be tran- 

1 The first part of these rules was published in the American Naturalist for 
May, 1892. 
From the Sevue Scientifique, No. 15, tome 50. 



930 The American Naturalist. [November 

scribed according to the rules adopted by the Geographical 
Society of Paris. 

4. Both the preceeding article and article 21 of the rules 
adopted by the Zoological Congress of Paris, in 1889, are ap- 
plicable to names of persons, as Boyolanovi, Metcknikovi. 

5. The virginal spelling and all diacritic signs must be pre- 
served in the Roumanian and certain other Slavonic languages 
(Polish, Croatien, Bohemian), and likewise in those which use 
the Latin alphabet, as Tsenia Medici, Congeria Czjzzki. 

6. Specific names may be formed from feminine patrony- 
mics or from common nouns. In such cases the genitive takes 
the ending oe or orum to the full name of the person to whom 
one dedicates, as Merianoe, Pjeifferoe. 

IV. Spelling of Geneeic and Specific Names. 

7. (a) Patronymics or surnames used for specific names must 
always be spelled with a capital letter, as RMzostoma Ouvieri,, 
Francolinus Lucani, Laophonte Mohammed. 

(b) A capital letter can be used with certain geographical 
names, as Antillarum, Galliae. 

(c) In all other cases, the specific name is spelled with a 
small letter, as Oestrus bovis, Corvus corax, Inula helenium. 

8. If the name of the subgenus is cited, it should be placed 
in parenthesis between the generic and specific names, as 
Hirudo (Haemopis) sanguisuga. 

9. If the name of a subspecies or variety is cited, it follows 
the specific name without any inter-punctuation. The name 
of the author of this subspecies or variety can be cited likewise 
without inter-punctuation, as Rana esculenta marmorata Hallo- 
well. 

10. If a species has been placed in a genus other than the 
one to Which it was assigned by its author, the name of this 
author is retained in notation, but placed in parenthesis, as 
Pontobdella muricata (Linne). 

V. Subdivision and Consolidation of Genera and 
Species. 

11. If a species is subdivided, the limited species to which is 
applied the name of the original species receives a notation 
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indicating both the name of the author who established the 
same and the name of the author who subdivided the species, 
as Taenia pectinata Goeze partim Riehm. 

According to article 8, the name of the first author is put in 
paren thesis if the species has been placed in a different genuSj, 
as Moinezia pectinata (Goetze partim) Riehm. 

VI. Family Names. ' 

12. A family name must be discarded and replaced by 
another if the generic name from which it was formed is a 
synonym, and is itself discarded. 

VII. Law op Priority. 

13. Zoological nomenclature dates from the issue of the sixth 
edition of Systema naturae, published in 1758. This is the 
standard work to which that zoologist must refer who wishes 
to investigate and employ the oldest generic and specific 
names, provided they conform to the fundamental rules of 
nomenclature. 

14. The law of priority is applicable to family names or to 
those of higher groups, as well as to the names of genera and 
species, provided groups are concerned which have a similar 
extension. 

15. A species which has been wrongly identified, must take 
its correct name, according to article 35 of the rules adopted 
by the Zoological Congress of 1889. 

16. The law of priority must obtain, and consequently the 
oldest name must be retained. 

(a) When some part of a creature has been named before- 
the creature itself was known, as in the case of fossils. 

(b) When the larva, supposed to be an adult form, has been 
named before the adult form was known. 

Exception should be made for the Oestodes, the Trematodes,. 
the Nematodes, the Acanthocephales, the Acariensand,infine, 
for all animals passing through metamorphic and migratory 
stages. Many of these species are now being revised, and their 
nomenclature will possibly undergo a complete change. 
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(c) When the two sexes of the same species have been con- 
sidered as distinct species or as belonging to different genera. 

(d) When the animal presents a regular succession of unlike 
generations, which have been considered as belonging to divers 
species or even genera. 

17. It is very desirable that each new description of a genus 
or species be accompanied by a diagnosis in Latin, or, at least, 
a diagnosis in one of the four best known European languages, 
i. e., French, English, German, Italian. 

18. In works not published in one of the above-mentioned 
languages, the explanation of the plates should be translated 
entire, either into Latin or one of the continental languages. 

19. When several names have been proposed simultaneously, 
and priority for any one cannot be established, there should 
be adopted — 

(a) That name which is applied to a well-characterized and 
typical species, in case of a generic name. 

(b) That name which is accompanied by either figure, 
diagnosis or description of an adult form, in case of a specific 
name. 

20. Generic names already employed in the same kingdom 
cannot be used. 

21. The use of those names should be avoided which can 
only be distinguished by their gender endings or by a simple 
orthographic change. 

22. Specific names already employed in the name genus 
cannot be used. 

23. The generic and specific names which become non-avail- 
able through the application of the foregoing rules cannot be 
employed anew, even if they express a new meaning in the 
same kingdom, if the name is generic ; in the same genus if 
the name is specific. 

24. A generic or specific name once published cannot be 
withdrawn, even by its author, on account of ambiguity. 

25. All barbarisms and solecisms must be corrected ; hybrid 
names, however, such as Geovula, Vermipsylla should be re- 
tained. 
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VIII. Allied Questions. 

26. The metric system is the only one employed in zoology. 
Foot and span, pound and ounce should be banished forever 
from scientific language. 

27. Heights and depths, speed and all other common meas- 
ures are expressed in metres. Fathoms, knots, nautical miles 
and like terms should disappear from scientific language. 

28. The one-thousandth part of a millemeter (Omm, 001), 
represented by the Greek letter /•«, is the unit of measure 
adopted in micrography. 

29. Temperatures are expressed in degrees of the centigrade 
thermometer of Celsius. 

30. The indication of the enlargement or the reduction of an 
illustration is indispensable to its correct understanding. This 
indication is expressed in numbers and not by noting the 
number of the objective which was employed in producing the 
illustration. 

31. It is proper to indicate whether a linear or a surface en- 
largement has been employed. These notations can easily be 
abridged, as : X 50 □, indicating a surface enlargement of 
fifty times ; X 50 — indicating a linear enlargement of fifty 
times. 



